
The Wild Gladiolus in Britain
Past, Present and Future

A one-day conference on its biology and status
Brockenhurst Village Hall, New Forest, Hampshire

Saturday 13th March 2010

The Wild Gladiolus (Gladiolus illyricus Koch) is one of the most prized 
and emblematic wild plants of the New Forest. Yet knowledge of its 
existence goes back little more than 150 years; its taxonomy and status 
have often been called into question; and now its fortunes seem to be in 
decline.

This one-day conference will bring together many of the people who have 
studied the plant in recent decades, with the hope of consolidating and 
spreading knowledge, encouraging further study and supporting 
conservation efforts.

Chair: Clive Chatters (Chairman, New Forest National Park Authority and well-
known local botanist)

09:30 ARRIVAL AND REFRESHMENTS

10:00 Welcome and introduction Chair:  Clive Chatters

Taxonomy and genetics Anthony Hamilton (British Gladiolus Society)

Biology and ecology Jonathan Stokes
(Tree Council, former researcher)

The early recording history Geoff Toone
(Botanical Society of the British Isles)

Recording and populations in the last 60 years Martin Rand
(Botanical Society of the British Isles)

12:30 LUNCH

13:30 Mapping the habitat of Gladiolus Adrian Newton and Sarah North
(University of Bournemouth)

Gladiolus and historic land management Richard Reeves
(Christopher Tower Library, NF Museum)

Current initiatives to conserve Gladiolus Simon Weymouth
(Forestry Commission)

15:15 TEA

15:45 Open discussion: lessons to learn, projects to plan Chair:  Clive Chatters

16:45 END

Brockenhurst Village Hall
Highwood Road

Brockenhurst
SO42 7RY

Please turn over for practical details and booking form



Getting there

By Car (from North)
Drive to Lyndhurst. From Lyndhurst centre take A337 towards 
Lymington. Near start of Brockenhurst village turn R on B3055 
towards Sway. Continue past village centre to Highwood Road on 
L. Village Hall is at end on R.  Ample parking space at Hall.

By Rail
There are frequent services from London and much of the rest of 
the country via Southampton, and from Bournemouth and 
Weymouth. 

On arrival exit on the Ticket Office (London-bound) side, cross the 
short stay car park and go through the pedestrian gate into Avenue 
Road. Turn L along Avenue Road and continue straight on into cul 
de sac. Follow footpath from end of cul de sac past Partridge Road 
and on to Highwood Road. Turn R and Village Hall is immediately 
on L. Walking distance  is approximately 350 metres (4-5 minutes’ 
walk).

By Coach and Bus
National Express coach service 032 runs once a day from London 
Victoria Coach Station and London Heathrow Airport directly to 
Brockenhurst. A more frequent coach service operates from 
Southampton to London.

A local hourly bus service (56) to Lymington and Southampton is 
operated by Wilts and Dorset Buses.

Domestic Arrangements

The conference will be held on the ground floor of the Village Hall with level access from the car park. 
Disabled toilets are also available on the ground floor.

The conference fee is £5 per head, which includes tea, coffee and biscuits available on arrival from 09:30 to 
10:00 and during the afternoon break from roughly 15:15 to 15:45.

Participants can optionally book a cold buffet lunch for £6.50 a head, which will be served at the venue. 
Alternatively you may bring your own, and there are eating places, pubs and food stores within 10-15 minutes’ 
walk of the hall. Please note that our caterers cannot cater for nut allergies, as nuts are handled on their 
premises.

Further Information and Booking

For further information on the conference programme, contact Martin Rand, 21 Pine Road, Chandlers 
Ford, Eastleigh, Hampshire SO53 1LH, email: vc11recorder@hantsplants.org.uk, marking correspondence 
‘Gladiolus Conference’.

Other queries about booking and arrangements, and all booking forms, should be sent to Natalie Rogers, 
Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust, Beechcroft House, Vicarage Lane, Curdridge, 
Hampshire SO32 2DP, email: NatalieR@hwt.org.uk.  

All payments by cheque made payable to ‘Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust’. Please include  
telephone or email details if you are able, so that we can minimise costs in acknowledging your booking and 
inform you of any late-hour issues. Your personal details will not be used for any other purposes.



Gladiolus Conference Booking Form
Name Buffet Lunch

Please identify any special needs

Address 

Tel / email

Vegetarian

Vegan

Lactose-free

Gluten-free

I require: places at £5 per head I require: lunches at £6.50 per head

= £ = £

I enclose a cheque for £   Signature:        Date: 


